
Randolph Almond Nielsen
September 28, 1946 - April 8, 2024

Randolph “Buzz” Nielsen, age 77, of Newport, passed on Monday April 8th
2024. He is preceded in death by his father, Randoph T. Nielsen, his mother,
Doris Galpin Nielsen, and his son R.T. Nielsen. 

 He is survived by his wife of 48 years, Jacquelyn Nielsen; daughter, Sarah D.
Nielsen; his 7 grandpups – Gizmo, Pepper, Piney, Jasmine, Jolene, Oreo &
Lolly; and son, Dean Nielsen - all of Newport. As well as his “big” sister, Lois
Cunliffe, of Southold, NY. 

 Buzz had a zest for life and loved his family most of all. Whether it was
teaching Sarah to water ski at age 3, studying so she could get her boating
license, “fixing” the pontoon boat so it always broke down when Sarah took it
out at night with friends, entertaining friends & family at the lake in East
Hampton, CT; driving up and down the East coast with Sarah’s pink scooter
on the back of the RV (with all the Truckers honking at Dad and talking about
it on the CB radio) going to AQHA horse shows; driving Corvettes across all of
the US with Jackie or cruising with fellow Corvette lovers; joining Corvette
Racing at races both in the US and of course at LeMans; raising 4 seeing eye
dog puppies with Sarah & Jackie – and yes teaching Jasmine “rub my belly”;
or just going to Dollywood and driving his scooter around the park – Buzz
lived his life to the fullest! His smile was contagious, and he had a sense of
humor right up to the end! You may have passed him in Walmart, Lowes or
Marshalls in Newport and he’d look at you with a smile and tell you “have a
Merry Christmas! I might not see you again before then”. Friends always said



he could have his own stand-up comedy show the way he could tell stories
and have people laughing. 

 Buzz was a man who gave 100% to whatever his focus was. Whether that
was showing horses with Sarah, boating in Lake Pocotopaug, his local
Corvette clubs, supporting Corvette Racing, guide dog puppies…but mostly
he gave 100% to his loving wife and daughter. Even up to his last day he
would tell Jackie how much he loved her and Sarah how proud he was of her.
They never knew a day without his love and that sparkle in his blue eyes. 
Throughout his life Buzz got involved with many different organizations. He
was very proud of his 55+ year Masonic membership and is a Past Master of
Anchor Lodge in East Hampton, CT; a formerly active Shriner, Jester and
Kentucky Colonel. Buzz was a lifetime member of the National Corvette
Museum in Bowling Green, KY. He served as a Board Member from 2002 –
2009, and as Chairman from 2006-2007. As Buzz got older his love of
America grew. He was a very proud American and actively supported
veterans. 

 In lieu of flowers please send donations to either the Masonic Charity
Foundation of Connecticut (https://www.masonicare.org/support-masonicare/d
onate-now#contact), Tunnel to Towers (https://t2t.org/donate/), The National
Corvette Museum (https://donate.corvettemuseum.org/GeneralForm.cfm) or
Southeastern Guide Dogs (https://www.guidedogs.org/?form=donate). 

 

A letter to my dad, Buzz Nielsen. 
 I was your little girl from that cold day in February 1979 to your last day, April

8th. It didn’t matter what I did, where I was or how old I was – I was your baby
girl! And you let me know every day how much you loved me and how proud
of me you were.
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walt and cindy oldeck - September 07, 2024 at 08:48 PM

Buzz was such a wonderful guy ! He was a
great friend and great boss . He loved life and
he loved his family . Jackie and Buzz were an
awesome team. Rest in peace Buzz! Love,
Walt and Cindy

Chuck Thomas - May 22, 2024 at 02:24 PM

Please forgive me, I’m just finding out today about Buzz passing.
Please accept my deepest sympathy to his family. I worked with
Buzz at Busch Gardens in the Traffic Department and he and I were
friends, we had many conversations about cars, especially when we
both realized that we loved Motorsports, and classic cars but of
course we also had many conversations about life in general. When
he became a sup and went to another area in the park every time
we would see each other we would always talk for a few minutes
and I enjoyed our conversations. He is truly missed,

Greg - April 13, 2024 at 11:48 AM

Greg purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the
family of Randolph Almond Nielsen.

https://www.manesfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.manesfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Chris Burt-Lake Pocotopaug - April 13, 2024 at 10:27 AM

Loved Seeing Buzzie tow Sarah behind the Boat in Our Town's
Water Ski Show Waving to Full House Crowds - We Had a Blast!
Best Wishes - Puppet!

Adam Boca - April 11, 2024 at 05:55 PM

Very sorry for your loss. It was a joy and honor to know Buzz. My
prayers are with your family and those affected by his loss.

Sarah D Nielsen - April 10, 2024 at 04:29 PM

1 file added to the album Sarahs Photos

Sarah D Nielsen - April 10, 2024 at 04:17 PM

81 files added to the album Sarahs photos
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Betty Hardison - April 11, 2024 at 04:45 PM

My thoughts and prayers are with Jackie and family. I have fond
memories of Buzz and Jackie at the National Corvette Museum, their
devotion and support.


