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Stephen Vinson Stokely, 82, of Del Rio, TN, passed away peacefully at home
with his family at his side. Early the next morning, the pale orange clouds
above the mountains revealed a perfect rainbow in the West as the sun came
up, letting the family know he was home. Steve is survived by his beloved wife
Dianne Stokely, daughters Melina Stokely(Newport), Cricket Vauthier Roemer
and husband Nils (Frisco, TX), and Lori Ann Thornton (Frisco), grandsons
Jackson M. Vauthier, Wyatt B. Vauthier, Aidan L. Thornton, Christopher B.
Thornton, Jonas H. Roemer and Max L. Roemer (Frisco), his sister, Laura
Ann Williford and husband, Dan (Del Rio), and brother Tommy Stokely and
wife, Barbara (Del Rio). Additionally Steve is survived by his dogs Haylee,
Rocky, Jack and Maggie and many loyal friends and extended family. Steve
was predeceased by his father Hubert Stokely and mother Essie Stokely of
Del Rio. Steve has served as Election Commissioner for Cocke County since
2003. He was awarded the Colonel Aide de Camp Award, the highest award
available given by the Tennessee Governor for an individual’s outstanding
achievement, in 2003. A member of the 1959 graduating class from Cocke
County High School, Steve also studied History at Southwest Tennessee
Community College, where he was awarded top history student. Among his



professions, he has been a Rodman for the State of Tennessee, a tractor
trailer driver for Sunoco, a CTV Driver and Large Vehicle Driving Instructor at
FedEx, a private investor and trader as well as a cattle farmer in Del Rio.
Steve and Dianne married in 1990 and lived in many places including San
Antonio, Chicago, Miami and Memphis before moving back home to Del Rio in
1997 where they have enjoyed spectacular views of the Smoky Mountains.
Steve’s curiosity, inquisitiveness and keen intellect drove his interests. His
passions included the stock market, collecting coins and antiquities, and
especially working to improve the farm. Steve was an internationally
recognized PGCS numismatist with several collections, and in preparation for
travel to another country, Steve would brush up on learning phrases in the
language to prepare. He and Dianne traveled throughout Europe, Asia and
North America, but Steve’s favorite places tended to lean toward his love for
history, Germany and France in particular. A consummate fan of the University
of Tennessee Volunteers Football team as well as their basketball teams,
Steve could most often be found watching games on tv, at Neyland Stadium
whenever possible and with luck, attending the SEC Championship game.
Steve felt fortunate to have witnessed four of UT’s six national championships
over the course of his life. He was eternally optimistic for the seventh at the
start of each season. Steve enjoyed watching all sports, some of which he
adopted after his grandsons became active in soccer, or went to other
universities whose teams he would follow as well as Tennessee. In addition,
Steve thoroughly enjoyed rock music and could be found at rock concerts with
Dianne or listening to the Eagles full blast in his home surrounded by his
dogs. Above all else, Steve loved his family. His relationships with his
daughters and grandsons were not unlike his other interests in that he was all
in. He prioritized spending time and supporting them in any way needed,
sharing as much information and history, both general and local, as possible.
He and Dianne adopted numerous dogs, cats, horses and other animals over
the years as they couldn’t bear one being mistreated or not having a home.
Steve was proud to be from Del Rio and even when he lived elsewhere, his



heart was still in Tennessee. A lifelong student, Steve with his wife, Dianne,
created endowed scholarships that prioritized students from Cocke County at
the University of Tennessee Veterinary School and Carson-Newman
University as well as distributed numerous individual scholarships
independently and through Del Rio Ruritan Club, where they were both
members. Services will be held at Manes Funeral Home in Newport, TN on
Saturday, December 16, 2023 at 12:00 p.m. for visitation, 1:00 p.m. for
celebration of life service. In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be
made to Isaiah 117 House, Cocke County, TN. 

 Family and friends may sign the guest register online at: http://www.manesfun
eralhome.com. 

 Arrangements with Manes Funeral Home.
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Austin Genter - February 26, 2024 at 09:31 PM

Met Steve in Memphis, worked in Del Rio , faster driver I’ve ever
known, still traumatized. Enjoyed every minute I knew him and his
sweet wife Diane

Sandy Walton - December 20, 2023 at 01:27 AM

Sending prayers to Melina from the Strange family

Theresa Lee Doughty - December 16, 2023 at 06:43 PM

So sorry Melina and family for your loss. You
all are in my prayers.

Linda Sprouse Britton - December 16, 2023 at 04:56 PM

Sincere condolences to all Steve’s family and friends.

Dale and Nancy Raines - December 15, 2023 at 04:14 PM

Melina and all the Stokely family, we are so sorry for your loss.
Prayers for you today and the difficult days ahead.
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Susie O’Dell - December 15, 2023 at 03:38 PM

Melina, Dianne, Tommy, Laura Ann and all
the family: I am so sorry to hear that Steve
has passed away. I’ve known him 50 plus
years. He was a good man with a big heart.
He has helped our county very much over the
years. Steve will be missed terribly. Many prayers for this family in
the days ahead. Melina, I am so sorry sweet lady. I know you will
miss your daddy just awful. God be with you. Rest In Peace Steve.

Christian Hogue and Family - December 15, 2023 at 12:02 PM

Christian Hogue and Family purchased the Ench
anted Cottage for the family of Stephen V.
Stokely.

James and Gail Frisbee - December 14, 2023 at 07:38 PM

Steve was a good friend.I enjoyed the time we spent together at
work and the times when we played baseball. He will be missed.
James Frisbee

James and Gail Frisbee - December 14, 2023 at 07:37 PM

James Gail Frisbee lit a candle in memory of
Stephen Stokely

https://www.manesfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.manesfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.manesfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Louise & Jimmy Hux - December 13, 2023 at 01:39 PM

Prayers!

December 13, 2023 at 01:07 PM

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of Stephen V. Stokely.

Love, William - December 13, 2023 at 01:07 PM

Love, William planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Stephen V.
Stokely.

Ray Snader - December 13, 2023 at 09:54 AM

Dianne, I am sorry. 
Steve was a positive influence on the people of Cocke County, with
his informed and thoughtful understanding of the political
environment. 
Blessings to you and your family. 

 Ray Snader

https://www.manesfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.manesfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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December 12, 2023 at 11:00 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Stephen V. Stokely.

Kristin and Danny Gilpin - December 12, 2023 at 11:00 PM

Kristin and Danny Gilpin planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Stephen V.
Stokely.

Phyllis Combs - December 12, 2023 at 04:58 PM

A great friend to me. Have you in my thoughts and prayers

Duay O’Neil - December 12, 2023 at 04:49 PM

Diane: 
My sincere sympathy to you in the loss of Steve. I always enjoyed
talking with him about the history of our families and especially Del
Rio. May God comfort you in the coming days.

Tom and Linda Rosberg - December 12, 2023 at 11:14 AM

Our Del Rio community has lost a valued member in Steve. We are
reminded that Christian believers will celebrate a great reunion in
Heaven in times ahead and be received into a far better world than
this one. Dianne, and to your family, we send our prayers for
comfort. Rest easy, Steve. We will all meet up again.

https://www.manesfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.manesfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

